BROKEN AND SHATTERED PROMISES MINISTRIES 2015 FALL FESTIVALS MINISTRY E-NEWSLETTER

Howdy to all once again from the flatlands of West TX as we wind up a special time in the Jewish month of Elul focusing on the theme of repentance and prepare for the upcoming Fall Festivals ahead. But first--a word from our sponsor of today’s broadcast...

DO YOU SUFFER FROM STUPIDITY? HAS FOOLISHNESS HORRIBLY OVERTAKEN YOUR LIFE? HAVE YOU SHOT YOURSELF IN THE FOOT ONCE TOO OFTEN OVER A STUPID MISTAKE YOU NOW REGRET MAKING? NEVER FEAR, MY DEAR! The answer’s just a phone call or email away--when you partake  of KING DAVID’S CASTOR OIL ELIXIR! Foolish decisions will soon be a distant memory in your life when you partake of KING DAVID’S CASTOR OIL ELIXIR! This hermetically-sealed and specially-formulated blend of herbs, spices, and castor oil is GUARANTEED to promote better mental health and common-sense decision making! No longer will you need to act like a fool in social situations when you take just a teaspoon a day of this ELIXIR--for you will seem like the smartest person on the planet. AND for today’s broadcast only, we’ll give you your first month’s supply for ABSOLUTELY FREE (plus a million dollars for shipping and handling)!! Just stop by this website-- kingdavidthinksI’mstupid.com! That’s kingdavidthinksI’mstupid.com! But order now--supplies are limited! Again, the website is kingdavidthinksI’mstupid.com! Order NOW!

[Editorial Note (LOL): The above announcement is STRICTLY an under-the-table paid announcement NOT necessarily endorsed or condoned by BSPM, BSPOP, or CoyRH/SEATC Clerical Services and was ONLY written as a joke! You may laugh now if you haven’t already done so...for the above is absolute balderdash! This is a ficticious announcement of a company that DOES NOT EXIST and was strictly written to make a point! DO NOT send the emails or Facebook posts--IT’S A JOKE! GET IT? GOOD!]

Seriously, have you ever felt like what was just described in our little commercial above? Just recently, I’ve been down that road again--and I even found out that even King David went through a similar experience just like I did. I believe that not only myself and King David have something to say to you about it...but more importantly, HE (as in your Creator Himself) has good news and an idea or two how these problems can be overcome for you during these Fall Festivals coming up. I’ll have more to say about it in this edition’s MAIN STUDY after I first get some very important ministry announcements out of the way...

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS:

(I.) THE LATEST RELEASE FROM BSPOP--”Sowing In Tears--A Journalistic and Poetic Retrospective”

AND NOW--for those that aren’t aware, we at BSPOP are happy to let you know about our latest book release called “Sowing In Tears” that was formally debuted at the July 2015 Downtown Plainview Association Artwalk. “Sowing In Tears” is a collection of some of my past poetic works that the Lord has had me to do over the years as well as selected essays and special interviews from my past work with Suite 101.com (now defunct). Among the highlights of this special collection include a six-part interview with Pearl Harbor survivor Lee Soucy and various articles and essays dealing with the current state of our state’s criminal justice system and also American Evangelicalism. But what will be worth the price of the book alone is a special two-part article series featuring a Worldview Weekend presentation given in Amarillo, TX by Darrell Scott (father of Columbine High School shooting victim Rachel Scott) that you will not want to miss. A word of warning, though--due to some problems with printing, you might need to get some good reading glasses and/or magnifying glass devices to read some of the print. But for those willing to take the risk, it’ll be worth the effort to read some materials that will inspire and challenge you to see some issues you may have not completely considered in a brand-new light. “Sowing In Tears” is now available both on Amazon and also directly from BSPOP in paperback form only. 

(2.) SPECIAL UPDATE ON BSPOP BOOK PURCHASES 

And here’s a friendly reminder from your state department of highways to let you know that the other three books that my God has had me to write throughout the past 20 years are still AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE RIGHT NOW on Amazon.com as well as directly through Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing--”Walking From Lockney To Jerusalem: My Life In The Worldwide Church of God”; “A Message From Siberia”, and “A’Wise And A’Foolish In Canaan’s Land: Detailed Bible Studies For The Believer”. How can you do so? SIMPLE...

Just do one of the following things to get your copy of each of these books in your hot little hand--

) Stop by the Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing website to see a brief description of each book, download FREE sample intro chapters to each book to get a little taste of what each of them is like for yourself, and then get details on how to order each of these books-- http://coyrhseatcbspm.wix.com/walking (no www. necessary on the URL) [FYI--You can also type in to any search engine “Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing” or my name to find the website in case the above link isn’t exactly right...]

) If you absolutely can’t wait to get them yourself, then by all means go directly to http://www.amazon.com and type in the search engine “Coy Reece Holley” to get a listing of all three books available. [Note: If you purchase directly via Amazon, the prices might be a little higher--but ALL  books WILL be available in both print (paperback ONLY--sorry, campers) and also (except for “Sowing In Tears”) e-book form for those willing to subscribe to Amazon Kindle.]

) (UPDATE:) For those that don’t have computers and/or Net access, they can also call, write, and/or email me to pre-order each of the books directly from myself/BSPOP (paperback version ONLY--which I will be more than willing to assist you in obtaining as needed) at the following addresses and/or phone numbers: (NOTE: Please note new changes in my phone numbers due to a recent additional phone number I have added AND NOW OUR BRAND-NEW business and ministry mailing address...)

 Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing

 P.O. Box 1501
 Plainview, TX 79072

 Email: CoyRH_SEATCBSPM@yahoo.com
 (806) 451-7475 (cell)

PLEASE by all means feel free to print and send copies of the enclosed order form and even this newsletter to those you know in your own circle of influence that wouldn’t otherwise have access to this information so that they can also have the opportunity to be blessed themselves by the information presented in each of these books.

Check out the last few pages of this newsletter for the book cover of “Sowing In Tears” as well as the covers for all current BSPOP releases and my brand-new order form that you can download and/or print as necessary to request these special releases from us... 

[Special Note:] (A.) If you attempt to call me on my cell (especially for a book order), please leave a voicemail if I do not answer right away due to the fact that it is one of my methods of how I must currently screen my calls and make efficient use of my limited cellphone minutes. Also, (especially since I’m currently having to deal with some challenges with both my own hearing as well as cellphone clarity), please speak VERY slowly, LOUDLY, and DISTINCTLY as is possible to make sure that I am able to hear your information and then attempt to call you back.

(B.) In light of my recent release of “Sowing In Tears”, those who contact me directly to do your book purchase should note the following BRAND-NEW BSPOP price and rate structure:

BSPOP ALL RELEASES SPECIAL (ONLY if you order through me directly INSTEAD of through Amazon): ORDER ALL FOUR BSPOP BOOKS FOR JUST $50!! (Price includes all applicable Texas state/local sales taxes and shipping and handling...Please allow several weeks for me to be able to ship your order to you...) (SPECIAL NOTE--If you order this special, you MUST be willing to take a copy of each BSPOP book release for the price listed...NO MIXING AND MATCHING OTHERWISE ALLOWED!)
Individual books can also be ordered directly from BSPOP for $20 each INCLUDING all applicable Texas state/local sales taxes and shipping/handling. Please see the attached book order form for more detailed instructions on how you can order any and/or all BSPOP books. Those who are either outside the U.S. OR who are inside the U.S. who desire faster PRIORITY SHIPPING should add another $20 (U.S. dollars) to the total price of the order to help defray our required costs for additional shipping and handling charges. 

Whatever way you decide to order any and/or all of these books, I feel that you will be truly blessed as you join me in each of these unique literary journeys my God has taken me on over the years and gain new practical insights and concepts about the Word of God and on some current issues facing the universal Body of Christ that you may have not previously considered. And if you like some things of what you find in each book, please don’t keep the words to yourself--but instead encourage others to take the following advice I’ve recently suggested to others about these important books--”Do like they do in Chicago...buy early and buy often...buy for friends, buy for neighbors, buy for strangers if you must--BUT by all means, BUY, BUY, BUY, BUY, BUY!!!!” (I’ll end my obligatory commercial message this right there at this point...hah, hah, hah...)

BSPM/BSPOP UPDATE AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

We at BSPOP want to first formally thank both the Downtown Plainview Association during the July Artwalk and also Templo Sinai Pentecostal Church during the recent “Rally For Jesus” for their recent help in allowing us at BSPOP and BSPM to get the word out about “Sowing In Tears” and also upcoming BSPM activities. 

Significant progress has been made over this past summer on the technological front--especially in regards to making the overall website much more functional and usable to all. The new book order form (attached at the end of this letter) is part of the evidence of it--which is now downloadable directly from the website as an MS Word document and can either be printed for snail mail or even sent as an email attachment. And you can now even download FREE sample intro chapters of each book to get a small taste of what each book is like BEFORE you buy.

Speaking of the website mentioned above [ http://coyrhseatcbspm.wix.com/walking ], you hopefully have already noticed how everything is now linked to the website so that we will not have to rely so much on cumbersome email to communicate business and ministry messages. If you haven’t already done so, please stop by the website from time to time for vital updates not only on book purchases, but also for the plans and direction the Lord may be taking this particular ministry.

Also (as I’ve mentioned in the last newsletter), due to other personal necessities (despite the fact that I’m not necessarily a social-media guy), I’ve been forced to reestablish a Facebook page that had been long dormant. I’m now happy to formally announce a NEW additional QUICKER way you can stay in touch with us for current news on BSPM and BSPOP!! That’s by stopping in to our new Facebook page at www.facebook.com/brokenandshatteredpromisesministries ! You can also use the search function on Facebook as well to look for either “Coy Holley” or “Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries”. Our new Facebook page is now the QUICKEST way to keep an eye between Newsletter editions on what’s going on as far as BSPM and BSPOP. Those who are more social-media inclined are more than welcome to stop by, give us a like, post comments, questions, etc. about anything related to BSPM or BSPOP.
Work still continues on baby steps towards formal incorporation and other more pressing concerns of BSPM. There’s still a few more things that will remain before BSPM is incorporated as the 501(c)(3) that it will need to be--but the journey continues to proceed as finances permit and our God graciously permits and allows. We are still also working with one source for the development of the necessary ministry/business logos that will be required to operate and pictorially represent the essence of what BSPM, BSPOP, etc. plans to become.

AND NOW A MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING BSPM--

I think the press release that follows says it best on something BIG that is about to come--

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

\Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries

P.O. Box 1501

Plainview, TX 79072

Cell: (806) 451-7475

Email: CoyRH_SEATCBSPM@yahoo.com
Website: http://coyrhseatcbspm.wix.com/walking
PRESS RELEASE:

BSPM ANNOUNCES THE START OF MONTHLY MEETINGS

Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries wishes to formally announce that starting in September after the beginning of the new school year, a series of monthly prayer and organizational meetings will be held focusing on the needs of those affected by the criminal justice system in Plainview and Hale County, TX.

BSPM founder and organizer Coy Holley says that these upcoming monthly meetings will hopefully be used as an impetus for both clergy and lay leaders all across the Body of Christ in the Plainview/Hale County area to start a coordinated and mobilized effort to minister to the varied needs of several groups that he feels have been long neglected: prisoners and ex-offenders as well as their families, correctional officers, law enforcement officials, and victims of violent crime.

Holley says that these initial monthly meetings ideally will consist of appropriate invited speakers currently working in various areas of the criminal justice system within the local area giving ministry volunteers presentations about what is currently going on in their particular area of criminal justice and also what ways the Body of Christ in the Plainview/Hale County area can help further and facilitate those efforts as well as times of Spirit-led prayer in regards to any issues brought up to the ministry as a result.

Holley throughout his years in working within various parts of what is now called “restorative justice ministry” says that he has been privileged to see the system for a number of different viewpoints--and that this personal learning process is now influencing the way he plans to approach the establishment of such a ministry on behalf of the Body of Christ within the Plainview/Hale County area. 

“...When I first wound up starting on this journey, things were totally different than they were when I first moved to Plainview in 1996. Alcohol is now legal in the majority of this county--and economic conditions within Plainview are dramatically different than they were just 15 or 20 years ago when I first made the Austin Heights community my personal home. 

“...But one thing right now remains constant among us--and that is the increasing effects that crime has on us all. And I’m not just talking safety, either. Families are torn apart by loved ones who are now incarcerated. The victims of those same crimes caused by those who offended them scar them for life unnecessarily and leave them forever changed--sometimes for the worse. Our local police, sheriff’s deputies, and COs in our local prison units daily go through literal trials by fire every time they put on their uniforms, get in the car, and head for work.

“...And to be honest with you, what have I seen the Body of Christ doing to help them out some to make their burdens a little easier? Not much--at least from what I keep seeing from my vantage point... I’m tired of our churches sitting here while Rome burns doing absolutely nothing about this. And most don’t even realize the possibility that some of these same people who have been impacted by our criminal justice system are possibly also sitting in their congregations for church services and activities each week--or even worse, don’t care or (most of the time because these folks are ashamed to say anything) are afraid to do something about it...

“...That’s why after this next school year starts I’d like to personally challenge like-minded people like myself within our local and area churches to join me in getting together to find out what’s really going on within our own area from qualified speakers who work within the system on a daily basis and find out exactly from them how can we as the Body of Christ do our part to make this city and this county a better place to live and work. 

“...I envision Plainview and Hale County as a place where the Body of Christ can play an integral part in helping those being released from prison get a proper second chance after having served their time to learn to live again on the outside in a way that is truly compassionate, but yet requires them to work towards being responsible and accountable individuals that can make positive contributions to this community and county. I see it as a place where the broken and shattered lives of those who have been affected by domestic violence, sexual assault, and child abuse can be able to turn from being victims into true victors in Him and end what I call their “Krystalnacht” of suffering. And I see this city and this county as a place where law enforcement and corrections officials can truly feel NOT just in words, but more importantly ACTIONS that they are appreciated and supported by our churches and congregational members both city and county-wide.” 

Specific dates, places, and times for these meeting are yet to be determined. Those interested in further information about BSPM and/or who wish to be a part of this special ministry effort can contact Mr. Holley at their earliest convienence on his cell at (806) 451-7475 or via email at CoyRH_SEATCBSPM@yahoo.com . Information is also available on the BSPM website at http://coyrhseatcbspm.wix.com/walking as well as on the Coy Holley personal and Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries Facebook pages.  

UPDATE ON THE ABOVE--Due to extenuating circumstances, we have decided to postpone the official start of these meetings until after the conclusion of the current Fall Festival season in October at the earliest. If you have a desire, leading, and/or calling of the Lord to join us on the ground floor of this brand-new and exciting ministry endeavor, please keep an eye on our BSPM Facebook page for further updates and/or call or email us for more information on how YOU as a part of the Body of Christ can truly make an impact on those affected by the criminal justice system.

ALSO--ANOTHER SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Once again, my good friend, Dr. Ross Jutsum with State of the Heart Ministries will be making his way to the Amarillo area once again next weekend (Sept. 12th and 13th) with visits to Amarillo, Tulia, and Clarendon. Those interested in further details should call Sammy or Julia O’Dell at (806) 358-2915 for specific places, dates, and times. Those that will take the opportunity to hear Dr. Jutsum in concert will be very much blessed in doing so. 
PRAYER REQUESTS: In the meantime, those particularly led to do intercession and prayer for certain things for myself and others would do well to pray for the following:

) Lynda Holley (my mother)--It’s been over two years since she became a permanent resident at Prairie House Living Center. She still has her day-to-day struggles and challenges (not only physically, but even sometimes with the changes in roommates that she sometimes has), but has held up well so far all things considering. She can still be contacted for those that wish to send her well-wishes and encouragement at the following address:

             Ms. Lynda Holley

             Room #209

             @ Prairie House Living Center

             1301 Mesa Dr.

             Plainview, TX 79072

) Ruth and Eddie Young (mother and son)--Both of these good saints also have been forced due to ongoing medical problems to call Prairie House home as well. I have know both of them for several years through going to New Covenant and have faithful members of that church for years.
) I also have several other close friends at Westridge Manor in Plainview (one of whom I personally consider to be my second mother) that would very much appreciate prayer for the various situations and challenges that face them.

) Speaking of Plainview New Covenant Church, as a result of the recent retirement of Ron and Marianne Brunson as pastors after 36 years of faithful and devoted service, the members of the Board of Directors of New Covenant have appointed Dennis and Doris Hartley (currently senior pastors of Dare To Believe Ministries in Plainview) as the new senior pastors and overseers of New Covenant [effectively creating a brand-new “joint venture” between DTBM and New Covenant].
Also, several other churches in Plainview within the past year have made the decision to enter into mergers/consolidations (or however you may wish to call it) of some sort including what is now United Assembly of God (the merged congregations of where once were Southside Assembly of God and Glad Tidings Worship Center) and Trinity Life Church (the new union between the Nueva Vida/New Life Assembly of God and Trinity Fellowship Church. Prayers for all of these newly-combined church fellowships would be much appreciated for increased unity and common purpose together in our Lord as they go through the transition phases of their development as combined congregations serving as representatives of the Body of Christ here in Plainview.
) Denis and Brenda Dufrenne (Lubbock)--Various continuing health and other challenges

) MYSELF and BSPM/BSPOP--Open doors and increased opportunities as He leads and guides as well as for discernment and wisdom as to what to do in each of them and for the sensitivity to the direction of the Spirit as to what would be appropriate for me to do as far as each particular situation is concerned:

) Increased sales on all three books--and also additional opportunities for myself to get the word out on each of these and promote them...

) Complete repayment of ALL currently existing personal debts and obligations (and/or even Divine cancellation of all debts as He may allow) so that I can be much freer to finally do all that He may eventually desire for me to do

) Open doors to be able to FINALLY find the woman that He would have me to date and eventually marry as my future wife, bride, and special partner in ministry with

) Open doors from Him to FINALLY be able to ACTIVELY pursue the ministry efforts that He may have for me to do--and the resources, wisdom, discernment, etc. necessary for me to do so

And that’s a wrap for now that I can see as far as announcements are concerned...Let’s now get into the meat of the Word, shall we?

MAIN STUDY: KING DAVID’S CASTOR OIL ELIXIR--GOOD FOR THE STUPIDITY AND FOOLISHNESS THAT AILS YOU!

OK--now back to this castor oil thing... I wouldn’t be too surprized if you’re not as much of a fan of that stuff as I am. BLECHH!! Just the thought of swallowing that stuff makes me want to go to the nearest toilet and do you-know-what...how about you? 

I don’t necessarily recall my mother giving me that stuff in my youth...but I do remember having a similar experience with medicine that for that time in my life was at times equally unpleasant to swallow. I had a ton of problems with allergies and asthma when I was a kid (and being forced to live near cotton gins during ginning season never helped much neither). From the least the time in my earliest personal memory (around three months old or so), I recall my mother having to take me to doctors galore in Plainview and even once every three months or so to a dermatologist in Lubbock (ironically in an office building that was eventually torn down and replaced with a CVS Pharmacy store). And as far as working out in the fields like the rest of my peers in Lockney, forget it...due to my allergies to agricultural chemicals. 

I remember even a time or two when I wound up in the emergency room of the Plainview hospital for asthma attacks and such. One of those times involved a dog bite from a Chihuahua where I first found out how deadly my allergy to tetanus medication could be if I wound up taking it. (Thankfully, I never received that medication from those doctors and was simply bandaged back up and sent back home.) 

While kids my age were running, jumping, and playing, I sometimes had to use inhalers and medicine from the school nurse. At home, I had to also take some medicines that sometimes weren’t palatable to a young boy’s taste buds. One of those in particular was a type of cough syrup that I was prescribed that looked like an icky shade of green and tasted even worse than that. It wasn’t quite on the level of what most people have said about the taste of castor oil--but I think after having taken that icky-green stuff, I’m still to this day not necessarily enthused about partaking of the actual castor oil neither.
Over this past summer, though--I wound up in a sort of situation of my own making that now makes me wish the cure-all for it WAS castor oil itself--for something the Lord required me to do to attempt to make things right to resolve that situation was just about distasteful and undesirable for me to even contemplate. But His indication and direction (plus what seemed to be a personal temporary financial drought I was going through at the time) made it painfully clear to me that I would continue to have a much harder row to hoe UNLESS AND UNTIL I took this unpalatable action.

I won’t go too much into the gory details of the specifics because they are personal in nature and not necessarily relevant to the overall discussion here. But maybe a portion of a letter I was forced by Him to send to certain people will give you the gist and essence of what I might mean by what things will be discussed throughout the remainder of this particular lesson--

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I am today first forced to write you a sort of heart-to-heart letter that will frankly be one of the hardest letters I have ever had to write in my lifetime. Writing what I’m about to say here, to be honest with you, is about the equivalent to me of having to consume tons of castor oil down my throat all at once with a garden hose running full blast down my throat. But the conviction of the Lord is so strong in my doing this that He has made it clear that my failure in NOT doing this will be a MAJOR hindrance to any further possibility of receiving any additional blessings from Him UNLESS AND UNTIL this particular piece of business is first taken care of. But in contrast, if I will only lay this particular Isaac on the altar, then I will no matter what may happen from here at least feel that I have cleared my conscience of the matters concerned here. I will only ask that you respectfully read this letter all the way through prayerfully and with an open mind and heart about what I’m about to say here.

Please allow me to provide an initial example and Scripture to start with. Numbers 30:2 in the NIV (which has now become one of the most important Scriptures in the ministry that I now know He is leading towards) tells us that “...whatever a man shall vow, he shall do exactly as he has said.” I learned the true in-depth meaning of this many years too late after my months that I lived in Albuquerque.

I first came to Albuquerque around this time of the year over 20 years ago (in retrospect--in impatience and trying to get ahead of what His will for my life might be) to try to finish my required internship and one more Finance course necessary to finish my Bachelor’s from Eastern New Mexico University. I was literally in the last few days before I finished my final classes in Portales the previous spring still trying to find a place ANYWHERE that I could get that internship requirement fulfilled. I then had to go back home to Lockney for that summer working to continue that quest--but without any success. I finally through a job doing telemarketing for a carpet cleaning company in Plainview managed to get enough to pay for an ad in the Albuquerque Journal to find an apartment close to the University of New Mexico that would have all bills paid as a part of it. I then also worked to try to get another student loan required that would cover my expenses of my internship and the retake of a Corporate Finance course (which would later prove to be ironic in itself) via a sort of cooperative agreement between ENMU and UNM. 

To say that I was anxiously itching to get out of Lockney fast was a major understatement. So in August immediately before school at UNM started, I inauspiciously arrived to my new Albuquerque home in the middle of the night--first picking up the keys to my new apartment, then hauling all of the stuff I had just taken out of the taxi cab from the office a couple of blocks back and forth to my second-floor apartment where I would call home for the next eight months that would eventually prove to be the absolute roughest time of my life at that point in time.

Let me fast-forward to the most critical point of my ABQ tenure. Things financially while I was there went so far downhill fast that I made some of the worst financial mistakes I ever made. For one, (due in part to religious factors at the time--but also with my stubborn pride being a major contributing factor), I wound up getting so many eviction notices from my apartment that I could have literally used them for wallpaper. I also foolishly bought a car from one of my supervisors at a janitorial cleaning company that I worked at for a couple of months (who, FYI, hardly spoke a lick of English) for $350 (which should have been instead used to pay off those same eviction notices) in which the title had not changed in at least several owners and which I only got to drive twice--the first time in which I got pulled over by a city cop for having no license or registration that eventually forced me to spend a couple of days doing community service picking up trash on the side of the road to pay those tickets off. 

But what broke the camel’s back on that deal was the second and last time I drove it to a mechanic that a fellow church member recommended. My failure to pay that mechanic eventually exposed to the pastors of my church at the time and that church member (in which I seemed to be always constantly asking for financial assistance to help with my rent, etc.) the true depth of what I was really facing (even though I put on a good happy face front and show otherwise). 

It led to a sort of AA-type intervention by the assistant pastor and fellow church member that would be one of the biggest wakeup calls of my life. That church member made a statement to me that has always haunted me since and heavily influenced some of the things I do (especially in the financial realm)--”...Ifcomes don’t work in Satan’s world.” (In “Walking From Lockney To Jerusalem”, you can read the rest of the story in Chapter 8...or as I like to call it, “the Albuquerque chapter”...) The long and short of that story was that things really went into freefall for me after that and forced me to move back home to Lockney and to one of the worst personal times of my life afterwards as a result.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Apparently, I’m not the only one who’s made a stupid mistake or two in all of the rodeos I’ve faced in my life so far. According to the report in First Chronicles, King David also made a pretty stupid blunder that didn’t just cost him personally, but also had a negative impact on a lot of people as well in the process. Here’s how the King James Version and how several other translations view this unique pickle that King David got himself unnecessarily into:

[KING JAMES VERSION:]

Ch 21:1  And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel. 

1Ch 21:2  And David said to Joab and to the rulers of the people, Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. 

1Ch 21:3  And Joab answered, The LORD make his people an hundred times so many more as they be: but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord's servants? why then doth my lord require this thing? why will he be a cause of trespass to Israel? 

1Ch 21:4  Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and went throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem. 

1Ch 21:5  And Joab gave the sum of the number of the people unto David. And all they of Israel were a thousand thousand and an hundred thousand men that drew sword: and Judah was four hundred threescore and ten thousand men that drew sword. 

1Ch 21:6  But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 

1Ch 21:7  And God was displeased with this thing; therefore he smote Israel. 

1Ch 21:8  And David said unto God, I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing: but now, I beseech thee, do away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly. 

1Ch 21:9  And the LORD spake unto Gad, David's seer, saying, 

1Ch 21:10  Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee three things: choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. 

1Ch 21:11  So Gad came to David, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Choose thee 

1Ch 21:12  Either three years' famine; or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the LORD, even the pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to him that sent me. 

1Ch 21:13  And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall now into the hand of the LORD; for very great are his mercies: but let me not fall into the hand of man. 

1Ch 21:14  So the LORD sent pestilence upon Israel: and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men. 

1Ch 21:15  And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the LORD beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:16  And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD stand between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 

1Ch 21:17  And David said unto God, Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? even I it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O LORD my God, be on me, and on my father's house; but not on thy people, that they should be plagued. 

1Ch 21:18  Then the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up, and set up an altar unto the LORD in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:19  And David went up at the saying of Gad, which he spake in the name of the LORD. 

1Ch 21:20  And Ornan turned back, and saw the angel; and his four sons with him hid themselves. Now Ornan was threshing wheat. 

1Ch 21:21  And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David, and went out of the threshingfloor, and bowed himself to David with his face to the ground. 

1Ch 21:22  Then David said to Ornan, Grant me the place of this threshingfloor, that I may build an altar therein unto the LORD: thou shalt grant it me for the full price: that the plague may be stayed from the people. 

1Ch 21:23  And Ornan said unto David, Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which is good in his eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt offerings, and the threshing instruments for wood, and the wheat for the meat offering; I give it all. 

1Ch 21:24  And king David said to Ornan, Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take that which is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings without cost. 

1Ch 21:25  So David gave to Ornan for the place six hundred shekels of gold by weight. 

1Ch 21:26  And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering. 

1Ch 21:27  And the LORD commanded the angel; and he put up his sword again into the sheath thereof. 

1Ch 21:28  At that time when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there. 

1Ch 21:29  For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt offering, were at that season in the high place at Gibeon. 

1Ch 21:30  But David could not go before it to enquire of God: for he was afraid because of the sword of the angel of the LORD. 

[COMPLETE JEWISH BIBLE VERSION:]

1Ch 21:1  The Adversary [Hebrew: Satan] now rose up against Isra'el and incited David to take a census of Isra'el. 

1Ch 21:2  David said to Yo'av and the leaders of the people, "Go, take a census of Isra'el from Be'er-Sheva to Dan; then report to me, so that I can know how many of them there are." 

1Ch 21:3  Yo'av said, "May Adonai make his people a hundred times as many as they are now! But, my lord the king, aren't they all my lord's servants in any case? Why does my lord the king require this? Why should he bring guilt upon Isra'el?" 

1Ch 21:4  Nevertheless, the king's word prevailed against Yo'av. So Yo'av left and went through all Isra'el, after which he came to Yerushalayim. 

1Ch 21:5  Yo'av reported the results of the census to David: in Isra'el were 1,100,000 men who could handle a sword, while Y'hudah had 470,000 men who could handle a sword. 

1Ch 21:6  But he didn't count Levi and Binyamin among them, because the king's order was hateful to Yo'av. 

1Ch 21:7  God was displeased with this and therefore punished Isra'el. 

1Ch 21:8  David said to God, "I have greatly sinned by doing this. But now, please! Put aside your servant's sin, for I have done a very foolish thing." 

1Ch 21:9  Adonai spoke to Gad, David's seer: 

1Ch 21:10  "Go and tell David that Adonai says, 'I am offering you a choice of three punishments: choose one of them, and I will execute it against you.' " 

1Ch 21:11  Gad came to David and said to him, "Take your choice: 

1Ch 21:12  three years of famine; or three months of being swept away by your enemies, while your enemies' sword overwhelms you; or three days of Adonai's sword — plague in the land, with the angel of Adonai destroying everywhere in Isra'el's territory. Now think about what answer I should give to the one who sent me." 

1Ch 21:13  David said to Gad, "This is very hard for me. Let me fall into the hand of Adonai, because his mercies are very great, rather than have me fall into the hand of man." 

1Ch 21:14  So Adonai sent a plague on Isra'el; 70,000 of the people of Isra'el died. 

1Ch 21:15  God also sent an angel to destroy Yerushalayim, but when he was about to carry out the destruction, Adonai saw it and changed his mind about causing such distress; so he said to the destroying angel, "Enough! Now withdraw your hand." The angel of Adonai was standing at the threshing-floor of Ornan the Y'vusi. 

1Ch 21:16  David raised his eyes and saw the angel of Adonai standing between the earth and the sky, and in his hand was a drawn sword stretched out over Yerushalayim. Then David and the leaders, wearing sackcloth, fell on their faces. 

1Ch 21:17  David said to God, "Wasn't it I who ordered the census of the people? Yes, I am the one who has sinned and done something very wicked. But these sheep, what have they done? Please! Let your hand be against me and my father's family, but not against your people, striking them with this plague!" 

1Ch 21:18  Then the angel of Adonai ordered Gad to tell David to go and set up an altar to Adonai on the threshing-floor of Ornan the Y'vusi. 

1Ch 21:19  David went up at Gad's word, spoken in Adonai's name. 

1Ch 21:20  Ornan turned back and saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves. As Ornan was threshing wheat, 

1Ch 21:21  David approached Ornan. When Ornan looked and saw David, he went out from the threshing-floor and prostrated himself before David with his face to the ground. 

1Ch 21:22  Then David said to Ornan, "Let me have the parcel with this threshing-floor, so that I can build on it an altar to Adonai — I will pay you its full value — so that the plague will be lifted from the people." 

1Ch 21:23  Ornan said to David, "Take it for yourself, and let my lord the king do what seems good to him. I'm giving you the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing-sledges for firewood and the wheat for the grain offering — I'm giving it all." 

1Ch 21:24  But King David said to Ornan, "No; I insist on buying it from you at the full price. I refuse to take what is yours for Adonai or offer a burnt offering that costs me nothing." 

1Ch 21:25  So David bought the place from Ornan for 600 shekels of gold by weight [fifteen pounds]. 

1Ch 21:26  Then David built an altar to Adonai there and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. He called on Adonai, who answered him from heaven by fire on the altar for burnt offerings. 

1Ch 21:27  Adonai gave an order to the angel, and he put his sword back in its sheath. 

1Ch 21:28  When David saw that Adonai had answered him at the threshing-floor of Ornan the Y'vusi, he sacrificed there. 

1Ch 21:29  For at that time the tabernacle of Adonai, which Moshe had made in the desert, together with the altar for burnt offerings, were in the high place at Giv`on. 

1Ch 21:30  But David could not go into its presence to consult God, because the sword of the angel of Adonai had struck him with terror. 

[JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY TANAKH VERSION:]

1Ch 21:1  And Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel. 

1Ch 21:2  And David said to Joab and to the princes of the people: 'Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan; and bring me word, that I may know the sum of them.' 

1Ch 21:3  And Joab said: 'The LORD make His people a hundred times so many more as they are; but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord's servants? why doth my lord require this thing? why will he be a cause of guilt unto Israel?' 

1Ch 21:4  Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed and went throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem. 

1Ch 21:5  And Joab gave up the sum of the numbering of the people unto David. And all they of Israel were a thousand thousand and a hundred thousand men that drew sword; and Judah was four hundred three-score and ten thousand men that drew sword. 

1Ch 21:6  But Levi and Benjamin he did not number among them; for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 

1Ch 21:7  And God was displeased with this thing; therefore He smote Israel. 

1Ch 21:8  And David said unto God: 'I have sinned greatly, in that I have done this thing; but now, put away, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of Thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.' 

1Ch 21:9  And the LORD spoke unto Gad, David's seer, saying: 

1Ch 21:10  'Go and speak unto David, saying: Thus saith the LORD: I offer thee three things; choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee.' 

1Ch 21:11  So Gad came to David, and said unto him: 'Thus saith the LORD: Take which thou wilt: 

1Ch 21:12  either three years of famine; or three months to be swept away before thy foes, while the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the LORD, even pestilence in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the borders of Israel. Now therefore consider what answer I shall return to Him that sent me.' 

1Ch 21:13  And David said unto Gad: 'I am in a great strait; let me fall now into the hand of the LORD, for very great are His mercies; and let me not fall into the hand of man.' 

1Ch 21:14  So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel; and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men. 

1Ch 21:15  And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it; and as he was about to destroy, the LORD beheld, and He repented Him of the evil, and said to the destroying angel: 'It is enough; now stay thy hand.' And the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:16  And David lifted up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD standing between the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. 

1Ch 21:17  And David said unto God: 'Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? even I it is that have sinned and done very wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? let Thy hand, I pray Thee, O LORD my God, be against me, and against my father's house; but not against Thy people, that they should be plagued.' 

1Ch 21:18  Then the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up, and rear an altar unto the LORD in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:19  And David went up at the saying of Gad, which he spoke in the name of the LORD. 

1Ch 21:20  And Ornan turned back, and saw the angel; and his four sons that were with him hid themselves. Now Ornan was threshing wheat. 

1Ch 21:21  And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David, and went out of the threshing-floor, and bowed down to David with his face to the ground. 

1Ch 21:22  Then David said to Ornan: 'Give me the place of this threshing-floor, that I may build thereon an altar unto the LORD; for the full price shalt thou give it me; that the plague may be stayed from the people.' 

1Ch 21:23  And Ornan said unto David: 'Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which is good in his eyes; lo, I give thee the oxen for burnt-offerings, and the threshing-instruments for wood, and the wheat for the meal-offering; I give it all' 

1Ch 21:24  And king David said to Ornan: 'Nay, but I will verily buy it for the full price; for I will not take that which is thine for the LORD, nor offer a burnt-offering without cost.' 

1Ch 21:25  So David gave to Ornan for the place six hundred shekels of gold by weight. 

1Ch 21:26  And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, and called upon the LORD; and He answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt-offering. 

1Ch 21:27  And the LORD commanded the angel; and he put up his sword back into the sheath thereof. 

1Ch 21:28  At that time, when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there. 

1Ch 21:29  For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar of burnt-offering, were at that time in the high place at Gibeon. 

1Ch 21:30  But David could not go before it to inquire of God; for he was terrified because of the sword of the angel of the LORD. 

[BIBLE IN BASIC ENGLISH VERSION]

1Ch 21:1  Now Satan, designing evil against Israel, put into David's mind the impulse to take the number of Israel. 

1Ch 21:2  And David said to Joab and the captains of the people, Now let all Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, be numbered; and give me word so that I may be certain of their number. 

1Ch 21:3  And Joab said, May the Lord make his people a hundred times more in number than they are; but, my lord king, are they not all my lord's servants? why would my lord have this done? why will he become a cause of sin to Israel? 

1Ch 21:4  But the king's word was stronger than Joab's. So Joab went out and went through all Israel and came to Jerusalem. 

1Ch 21:5  And Joab gave David the number of all the people; all the men of Israel, able to take up arms, were one million, one hundred thousand men; and those of Judah were four hundred and seventy thousand men, able to take up arms. 

1Ch 21:6  But Levi and Benjamin were not numbered among them, for Joab was disgusted with the king's order. 

1Ch 21:7  And God was not pleased with this thing; so he sent punishment on Israel. 

1Ch 21:8  Then David said to God, Great has been my sin in doing this; but now, be pleased to take away the sin of your servant, for I have done very foolishly. 

1Ch 21:9  Then the word of the Lord came to Gad, David's seer, saying, 

1Ch 21:10  Go and say to David, The Lord says, Three things are offered to you: say which of them you will have, so that I may do it to you. 

1Ch 21:11  So Gad came to David and said to him, The Lord says, Take whichever you will: 

1Ch 21:12  Three years when there will not be enough food; or three months of war, when you will go in flight before your haters, being in great danger of the sword; or three days of the sword of the Lord, disease in the land, and the angel of the Lord taking destruction through all the land of Israel. Now give thought to the answer I am to take back to him who sent me. 

1Ch 21:13  And David said to Gad, This is a hard decision for me to make: let me come into the hands of the Lord, for great are his mercies: let me not come into the hands of men. 

1Ch 21:14  So the Lord sent disease on Israel, causing the death of seventy thousand men. 

1Ch 21:15  And God sent an angel to Jerusalem for its destruction: and when he was about to do so, the Lord saw, and had regret for the evil, and said to the angel of destruction, It is enough; do no more. Now the angel of the Lord was by the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:16  And David, lifting up his eyes, saw the angel of the Lord there between earth and heaven, with an uncovered sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the responsible men, clothed in haircloth, went down on their faces. 

1Ch 21:17  And David said to God, Was it not I who gave the order for the people to be numbered? It is I who have done the sin and the great wrong; but these are only sheep; what have they done? let your hand, O Lord God, be lifted up against me and against my family, but not against your people to send disease on them. 

1Ch 21:18  Then the angel of the Lord gave orders to Gad to say to David that he was to go and put up an altar to the Lord on the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:19  And David went up, as Gad had said in the name of the Lord. 

1Ch 21:20  And Ornan, turning back, saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him went to a secret place. Now Ornan was crushing his grain. 

1Ch 21:21  And when David came, Ornan, looking, saw him, and came out from the grain-floor and went down on his face to the earth before him. 

1Ch 21:22  Then David said to Ornan, Give me the place where this grain-floor is, so that I may put up an altar here to the Lord: let me have it for its full price; so that this disease may be stopped among the people. 

1Ch 21:23  And Ornan said to David, Take it, and let my lord the king do what seems right to him. See, I give you the oxen for burned offerings and the grain-cleaning instruments for fire-wood, and the grain for the meal offering; I give it all. 

1Ch 21:24  And King David said to Ornan, No; I will certainly give you the full price for it, because I will not take for the Lord what is yours, or give a burned offering without payment. 

1Ch 21:25  So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place. 

1Ch 21:26  And David put up an altar there to the Lord, offering burned offerings and peace-offerings with prayers to the Lord; and he gave him an answer from heaven, sending fire on the altar of burned offering. 

1Ch 21:27  Then the Lord gave orders to the angel, and he put back his sword into its cover. 

1Ch 21:28  At that time, when David saw that the Lord had given him an answer on the grain-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he made an offering there. 

1Ch 21:29  For the House of the Lord, which Moses had made in the waste land, and the altar of burned offerings, were at that time in the high place at Gibeon. 

1Ch 21:30  But David was not able to go before it to get directions from the Lord, so great was his fear of the sword of the angel of the Lord. 

But I personally think the “piece de resistance” to this puppy is really said best by the way the CEV describes what took place...

[CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION:]

1Ch 21:1  Satan decided to cause trouble for Israel by making David think it was a good idea to find out how many people there were in Israel and Judah. 

1Ch 21:2  David told Joab and the army commanders, "Count everyone in Israel, from the town of Beersheba in the south all the way north to Dan. Then I will know how many people can serve in my army." 

1Ch 21:3  Joab answered, "Your Majesty, even if the LORD made your kingdom a hundred times larger, you would still rule everyone in it. Why do you need to know how many soldiers there are? Don't you think that would make the whole nation angry?" 

1Ch 21:4  But David would not change his mind. And so Joab went everywhere in Israel and Judah and counted the people. He returned to Jerusalem 

1Ch 21:5  and told David that the total number of men who could serve in the army was one million one hundred thousand in Israel and four hundred seventy thousand in Judah. 

1Ch 21:6  Joab refused to include anyone from the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, because he still disagreed with David's orders. 

1Ch 21:7  David's order to count the people made God angry, and he punished Israel. 

1Ch 21:8  David prayed, "I am your servant. But what I did was stupid and terribly wrong. Please forgive me." 

1Ch 21:9  The LORD said to Gad, one of David's prophets, 

1Ch 21:10  "Tell David that I will punish him in one of three ways. But he will have to choose which one it will be." 

1Ch 21:11  Gad went to David and told him: You must choose how the LORD will punish you: 

1Ch 21:12  Will there be three years when the land won't grow enough food for its people? Or will your enemies constantly defeat you for three months? Or will the LORD send a horrible disease to strike your land for three days? Think about it and decide, because I have to give your answer to God who sent me. 

1Ch 21:13  David was miserable and said, "It's a terrible choice to make! But the LORD is kind, and I'd rather have him punish me than for anyone else to do it." 

1Ch 21:14  So the LORD sent a horrible disease on Israel, and seventy thousand Israelites died. 

1Ch 21:15  Then he sent an angel to destroy the city of Jerusalem. But just as the angel was about to do that, the LORD felt sorry for all the suffering he had caused the people, and he told the angel, "Stop! They have suffered enough." This happened at the threshing place that belonged to Araunah the Jebusite. 

1Ch 21:16  David saw the LORD's angel in the air, holding a sword over Jerusalem. He and the leaders of Israel, who were all wearing sackcloth, bowed with their faces to the ground, 

1Ch 21:17  and David prayed, "It's my fault! I sinned by ordering the people to be counted. They have done nothing wrong--they are innocent sheep. LORD God, please punish me and my family. Don't let the disease wipe out your people." 

1Ch 21:18  The LORD's angel told the prophet Gad to tell David that he must go to Araunah's threshing place and build an altar in honor of the LORD. 

1Ch 21:19  David followed the LORD's instructions. 

1Ch 21:20  Araunah and his four sons were threshing wheat at the time, and when they saw the angel, the four sons ran to hide. 

1Ch 21:21  Just then, David arrived, and when Araunah saw him, he stopped his work and bowed down. 

1Ch 21:22  David said, "Would you sell me your threshing place, so I can build an altar on it to the LORD? Then this disease will stop killing the people. I'm willing to pay whatever you say it's worth." 

1Ch 21:23  Araunah answered, "Take it, Your Majesty, and do whatever you want with it. I'll even give you the oxen for the sacrifice and the wheat for the grain sacrifice. And you can use the threshing-boards for the fire. It's all yours!" 

1Ch 21:24  But David replied, "No! I want to pay you what they're worth. I can't just take something from you and then offer the LORD a sacrifice that cost me nothing." 

1Ch 21:25  So David paid Araunah six hundred gold coins for his threshing place. 

1Ch 21:26  David built an altar and offered sacrifices to please the LORD and sacrifices to ask his blessing. David prayed, and the LORD answered him by sending fire down on the altar. 

1Ch 21:27  Then the LORD commanded the angel to put the sword away. 

1Ch 21:28  When David saw that the LORD had answered his prayer, he offered more sacrifices there at the threshing place, 

1Ch 21:29  because he was afraid of the angel's sword and did not want to go all the way to Gibeon. That's where the sacred tent that Moses had made in the desert was kept, as well as the altar where sacrifices were offered to the LORD. 

What might have been at the root of this entire dumb so-called “bright idea” that King David had? Maybe a brief outline from “The Biblical Illustrator” can shed a little further light into this mystery here...

[THE BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATOR COMMENTARY VIA E-SWORD:]

David’s sin and repentance
I. David’s sin.

1. Its occasion: pride and vainglory—“that I may know it.”

2. Its unseen but real source: Satan (1Sa_24:1).

II. The Lord’s displeasure because of his sin (1Ch_21:9-17).

III. The atonement for his sin, made on the site of the Lord’s house (chap. 20:1-2; 1Ki_6:1-38; 1Ki_7:1-51; 1Ki_8:1-66); as the foundation of the spiritual house (2Co_6:16-17; 1Pe_2:4-5; Eph_2:21-22). The temple therefore rests as it were on—

1. An atonement for sin (Rom_5:11).

2. Sin put away, 1Ch_21:17 (Dan_9:24).

3. Wrath averted by sacrifice (verse 16:26-27; 2Sa_24:16; Isa_42:21; 1Pe_1:18-19; 1Pe_2:24; Col_1:20; Col_2:14-15). (Clergyman’s Magazine.)



David’s self-confidence
I. The sin of David in numbering the people was self-confidence, pride in his own strength, and forgetfulness of the source of all his strength, even of God. It was the greater sin in him because he had had such marvellous, such visible, witnesses of God’s love, and care, and guidance. Past experience might and should have taught him that his strength was not in himself, but in his God.

II. The sins of pride, and self-confidence, and forgetfulness of God are only too common amongst ourselves. When men dwell securely, in full peace and health, they grow careless in religion. God is not much present with them; they seem sufficient of themselves to keep themselves and to make themselves happy. (R. D. B. Rawnsley.)


And I thought that I did something stupid in which I needed a good swift kick in the posterior... (Hey, this isn’t pleasant letting you in on this for me, either...all this revealing these things to you does for me on my end is just give me a BIGGER reminder of how senseless the whole thing was and that I had no one else to blame for it but me, myself, and I...) Good people that shouldn’t have had to pay the price for David’s mistakes wound up dying anyway...and THIS was the same guy that God Himself anointed and called him “a man after my own heart”?

Let’s look at this now from another perspective. In one of the church fellowships I go to actively, the Bible study sessions have been primarily focused on both of Peter’s epistles. Maybe from the viewpoint of this particular apostle of our Lord who definitely made his own share of stupid mistakes and statements in his time (but who also at the end was finally able to finish his own race before his Master well), we can grasp this topic a little better. The God’s Word translation of part of Peter’s first letter to the Church keenly describes the difference between suffering for the stupid mistakes you make and what the Word would consider TRUE persecution for His name’s sake--

 1Pe 2:12 Live decent lives among unbelievers. Then, although they ridicule you as if you were doing wrong while they are watching you do good things, they will praise God on the day he comes to help you. 

1Pe 2:13  Place yourselves under the authority of human governments to please the Lord. Obey the emperor. He holds the highest position of authority. 

1Pe 2:14  Also obey governors. They are people the emperor has sent to punish those who do wrong and to praise those who do right. 

1Pe 2:15  God wants you to silence the ignorance of foolish people by doing what is right. 

1Pe 2:16  Live as free people, but don't hide behind your freedom when you do evil. Instead, use your freedom to serve God. 

1Pe 2:17  Honor everyone. Love your brothers and sisters in the faith. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

1Pe 2:18  Slaves, place yourselves under the authority of your owners and show them complete respect. Obey not only those owners who are good and kind, but also those who are unfair. 

NOW--here’s the big asterisks (*********) that we especially need to pay attention to here...

1Pe 2:19  God is pleased if a person is aware of him while enduring the pains of unjust suffering. 

1Pe 2:20  What credit do you deserve if you endure a beating for doing something wrong? But if you endure suffering for doing something good, God is pleased with you. 

1Pe 2:21  God called you to endure suffering because Christ suffered for you. He left you an example so that you could follow in his footsteps. 

1Pe 2:22  Christ never committed any sin. He never spoke deceitfully. 

1Pe 2:23  Christ never verbally abused those who verbally abused him. When he suffered, he didn't make any threats but left everything to the one who judges fairly. 

1Pe 2:24  Christ carried our sins in his body on the cross so that freed from our sins, we could live a life that has God's approval. His wounds have healed you. 

1Pe 2:25  You were like lost sheep. Now you have come back to the shepherd and bishop of your lives. 

How might all of this relate to the upcoming Holy Day season ahead? Remember the major context involved with the Day of Atonement/Yom Kippur--as in repentance and reconciliation? If you have a chance to go on YouTube sometime, I’d recommend doing a search on the CBS series “Northern Exposure” typing in the search words “Season 6”. The reason is this...Forever in my memory burned in my mind about that particular series was Episode 3 of that show’s last season called “Shofar, So Good” in which one of the major characters (Dr. Joel Fleishmann) is seen observing as a nominal Jew the festival of Yom Kippur and how others around him in the town of Cicely, Alaska actually seem to act out things during that episode that reflect some of the very prominent things about Yom Kippur. That to me is a classic example of how true at times the traditional saying about the month of Elul and the “Days of Awe”where according to Jewish tradition, it is said, “...The gates of heaven are open on Rosh HaShanah--and they are closed on Yom Kippur.”
Several specific things the Jewish people do as a part of the observance of Yom Kippur are also interesting examples for all of us to observe and do any time of the year. One is the emphasis of asking others for forgiveness for the wrongs and stupid things you’ve done against them and working to make restitution for those you have offended in any way. The second is prominent in one of the initial services of the High Day called the “Kol Nidre” when those in the congregation renounce any vows they may have foolishly made throughout the year just past and ask forgiveness from God for making such stupid vows.

But the third custom amongst some Jews that takes place during the daytime part of Yom Kippur is an even more fascinating one. It’s based on this passage in Ecclesiastes--

Ecc 11:1  Throw your bread on the surface of the water, because you will find it again after many days. 

Ecc 11:2  Divide what you have into seven parts, or even into eight, because you don't know what disaster may happen on earth. 

Ecc 11:3  If the clouds are full of rain, they will let it pour down on the earth. If a tree falls north or south, the tree will remain where it fell. 

Ecc 11:4  Whoever watches the wind will never plant. Whoever looks at the clouds will never harvest. 

Ecc 11:5  Just as you don't know how the breath of life enters the limbs of a child within its mother's womb, you also don't understand how God, who made everything, works. 

Ecc 11:6  Plant your seed in the morning, and don't let your hands rest until evening. You don't know whether this field or that field will be profitable or whether both of them will turn out equally well. 

Ecc 11:7  Light is sweet, and it is good for one's eyes to see the sun. 

Ecc 11:8  Even though people may live for many years, they should enjoy every one of them. But they should also remember there will be many dark days. Everything that is coming is pointless. 

Ecc 11:9  You young people should enjoy yourselves while you're young. You should let your hearts make you happy when you're young. Follow wherever your heart leads you and whatever your eyes see. But realize that God will make you give an account for all these things when he judges everyone. 

Ecc 11:10  Get rid of what troubles you or wears down your body, because childhood and youth are pointless. 

The custom performed is this...that the individual Jew goes out to a nearby lake or body of water, takes some bread crumbs to represent the sin and wrong done in their lives, and (as the first verse of that chapter literally notes)...”...cast their bread upon the waters” as an outward sign of faith that their sins which they have confessed unto God on that day are forgiven and forgotten for another year.

My good friend--if you find yourself today in a similar pickle that I and King David have found ourselves in, let’s take some hope and comfort from what the prophet Jeremiah said many years ago about the Lord’s compassion and mercy to use...even if we find ourselves going a bit stupid---

Lam 3:21  "The reason I can still find hope is that I keep this one thing in mind: 

Lam 3:22  the LORD'S mercy. We were not completely wiped out. His compassion is never limited. 

Lam 3:23  It is new every morning. His faithfulness is great. 

Lam 3:24  My soul can say, 'The LORD is my lot in life. That is why I find hope in him.' 

Lam 3:25  The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to anyone who seeks help from him. 

Lam 3:26  "It is good to continue to hope and wait silently for the LORD to save us. 

Lam 3:27  It is good for people to endure burdens when they're young. 

Lam 3:28  They should sit alone and remain silent because the LORD has laid these burdens on them. 

Lam 3:29  They should put their mouths in the dust. Maybe a reason to hope exists. 

Lam 3:30  They should turn their cheeks to the one who strikes them and take their fill of insults. 

Lam 3:31  "The Lord will not reject such people forever. 

Lam 3:32  Even if he makes us suffer, he will have compassion in keeping with the richness of his mercy. 

Lam 3:33  He does not willingly bring suffering or grief to anyone, 

Lam 3:34  crush any prisoner on earth underfoot, 

Lam 3:35  deny people their rights in the presence of the Most High God, 

Lam 3:36  or deprive people of justice in court. The Lord isn't happy to see these things. 

Lam 3:37  Who was it who spoke and it came into being? It was the Lord who gave the order. 

Lam 3:38  Both good and bad come from the mouth of the Most High God. 

Lam 3:39  "Why should any living mortal (any person) complain about being punished for sin? 

Lam 3:40  Let us look closely at our ways and examine them and then return to the LORD. 

A few quick observations about King David’s particular circumstance (and also mine by extension) that I might offer you as a bit of hope to all of us for encouragement and exhortation before I close--

) The whole thing could have been a LOT more worse! Now I can hear you sarcastically saying, “Thanks a lot, Coy...how much worse can it get than THIS?” Well, for starters, did you notice the way Joab didn’t quite follow his boss’s order to the exact letter and detail? He left the Levites (i.e.--the priests) out of the count and probably also (as you might later notice throughout what’s left in 2nd Chronicles) tried to look out for his folks at home by not counting them as well. 

  Also, did you notice that God actually ALLOWED David to CHOOSE what punishment he should be given? Talk about picking your poison--makes that castor oil taste real good right now, doesn’t it? What if God HADN’T allowed David to choose how he should be spanked and sent to his room without supper? Think about that, eh? And then even AFTER God gave David a choice of preferred punishment, what if David had chosen one of the OTHER choices? I don’t think any of us would want to go down any of those roads either.


) It’s NEVER too late to repent and ask forgiveness of Him--for He is VERY rich in mercy! It doesn’t by any means that you will be able to completely avoid the negative consequences of your actions or keep from reaping the whirlwind of the bad seeds you’ve sown (despite your petitions to Him otherwise for crop failure). But He does promise you that He’ll at least see you THROUGH them and at the same time help you to learn valuable lessons from that stupid choice experience so that you can work on making better choices in the future.

) Another reported tradition was that a major reason for God’s displeasure for David doing the census in the first place wasn’t necessarily as much the fact that he did it in the first place--but in the very way it was done. According to the Torah in the book of Exodus, THIS was the way ANY census was to be done in Israel--
Exo 30:11  Then the LORD said to Moses, 

Exo 30:12  "When you take a census of the Israelites, each person must pay the LORD a ransom for his life when he is counted. Then no plague will happen to them when they are counted. 

Exo 30:13  As each person is counted, he must give one-fifth of an ounce of silver using the standard weight of the holy place. This one-fifth of an ounce of silver is a contribution to the LORD. 

Exo 30:14  Everyone counted who is at least 20 years old must give this contribution to the LORD. 

Exo 30:15  The rich must not give more than one-fifth of an ounce of silver, and the poor must not give less. This contribution is given to make peace with the LORD and make your lives acceptable to the LORD. 

Exo 30:16  Take the money the Israelites give to make peace with the LORD, and use it to pay the expenses of the tent of meeting. It will be a reminder for the Israelites in the LORD'S presence that the sins in their lives are removed." 

Pay VERY special attention to verse 15:

Exo 30:15  The rich must not give more than one-fifth of an ounce of silver, and the poor must not give less. This contribution is given to make peace with the LORD and make your lives acceptable to the LORD. 

In otherwards, EVERYONE was counted as having EQUAL value to God in His sight. This eliminated the extremes of pride and arrogance in each person on one ditch and unnecessary feelings of guilt, shame, and unworthiness on the other. All equal to God and the same in His sight...BUT YET...

[GOD’S WORD TRANSLATION:]

Exo 20:22  The LORD said to Moses, "This is what you must say to the Israelites: You've seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven. 

Exo 20:23  Never make any gods of silver or gold for yourselves. Never worship them. 

Exo 20:24  "You must build an altar for me made out of dirt. Sacrifice your burnt offerings and your fellowship offerings, your sheep, goats, and cattle on it. Wherever I choose to have my name remembered, I will come to you and bless you. 

Exo 20:25  If you build an altar for me made out of stones, never make it with cut stone blocks. If you use a chisel on it, you will make it unacceptable to me. 

Exo 20:26  Never use stairs to go up to my altar. Otherwise, people will be able to see under your clothes."

[KING JAMES VERSION:] 

Gen 11:1  And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

Gen 11:2  And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

Gen 11:3  And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

Gen 11:4  And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

Why would I dare put these two chapters side by side like this--and what does this have to do with a census of King David in the first place? Look very closely AGAIN at both of the following verses-- 

Gen 11:3  And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 

Exo 20:25  If you build an altar for me made out of stones, never make it with cut stone blocks. If you use a chisel on it, you will make it unacceptable to me. 

WHY is this significant? According to the Jewish sages, the folks involved with the building of the tower of Babel when they built it with BRICKS were in essence emphasizing unity via UNIFORMITY (i.e.--everyone being EXACTLY the same--and just as equally expendable). For instance, even if someone fell off the tower and died, the building didn’t stop or miss a beat. The individual life was disregarded as nothing so that the building effort would continue.

BUT if you look at the way the walls of Jerusalem are built, you will see that each stone is DIFFERENT and is NOT the same length. The Sages regard this as the Lord’s recognition of the concept of unity through DIVERSITY--with each human life having unique and distinct qualities and abilities equal in value of life to others, YET with each one being different.

How this relates to David’s foolish census effort was that he was after the total NUMBERS of people equivalent to what you might see on an accounting balance sheet RATHER than directly recognizing the EQUAL, BUT YET distinct and unique value of each of his subjects that the Lord put him in charge of! Whenever the census was done in exactly the way prescribed in the Torah, the count was made with the COINS used in the temple RATHER than a direct head count of the people themselves so as to not demean or overvalue the worth of one person to another within the nation of Israel. 

But I will say in his defense that King David did at least one GOOD thing in the situation he was in--that (as was later written in one of the Psalms) in essence, he “sowed in tears” to the Lord by refusing to put an Isaac on the altar that didn’t cost him nothing. He put his focus on making things right with the Lord and others around him and working to be a blessing to others in the process by turning what could have been a devastating situation to the nation of Israel into a Biblical lesson worthy of our attention even in these trying times we face now. (P.S.--Rumor has it according to tradition that the very threshing floor David purchased would later be the same site where the Temple would eventually be built.).
) Lastly, there’s the chorus of a current praise song called “Your Grace Is Enough” by Chris Tomlin/Matthew Maher that describes our Lord’s love for us in spite of the stupid and foolish things that we do--and NO...it doesn’t require us to swallow castor oil as part of the cure, neither....
Great is Your faithfulness, oh God
You wrestle with the sinner's heart
You lead us by still waters and to mercy
And nothing can keep us apart

So remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise, oh God

Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Great is Your love and justice, God
You use the weak to lead the strong
You lead us in the song of Your salvation
And all Your people sing along

So remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise, oh God

Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Yeah, Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

So remember Your people
Remember Your children
Remember Your promise, oh God

Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough
Your grace is enough for me

Yeah, Your grace is enough
Heaven reaching down to us
Your grace is enough for me

God, I see Your grace is enough
I'm covered in Your love
Your grace is enough for me, for me

No--there isn’t a magic “snake oil” cure that will overcome our foolishness and stupidity...but there is truly an Abba Father who even when He may need to correct us and take us down a notch from our own pride and arrogance still loves us just as we are. And even if we wind up reaching for the honey without smoking the hive first, that same God will more than do His part to make those same bee stings a little less painful than they could be otherwise. Afterwards, we can even then turn around and (as James wrote) realize for ourselves--

[GOD’S WORD TRANSLATION:]

Jas 1:2  My brothers and sisters, be very happy when you are tested in different ways. 

Jas 1:3  You know that such testing of your faith produces endurance. 

Jas 1:4  Endure until your testing is over. Then you will be mature and complete, and you won't need anything. 

Jas 1:5  If any of you needs wisdom to know what you should do, you should ask God, and he will give it to you. God is generous to everyone and doesn't find fault with them. 

Jas 1:6  When you ask for something, don't have any doubts. A person who has doubts is like a wave that is blown by the wind and tossed by the sea. 

Jas 1:7  A person who has doubts shouldn't expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

Jas 1:8  A person who has doubts is thinking about two different things at the same time and can't make up his mind about anything. 

Jas 1:9  Humble believers should be proud because being humble makes them important. 

Jas 1:10  Rich believers should be proud because being rich should make them humble. Rich people will wither like flowers. 

Jas 1:11  The sun rises with its scorching heat and dries up plants. The flowers drop off, and the beauty is gone. The same thing will happen to rich people. While they are busy, they will die. 

Jas 1:12  Blessed are those who endure when they are tested. When they pass the test, they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

Jas 1:13  When someone is tempted, he shouldn't say that God is tempting him. God can't be tempted by evil, and God doesn't tempt anyone. 

Jas 1:14  Everyone is tempted by his own desires as they lure him away and trap him. 

Jas 1:15  Then desire becomes pregnant and gives birth to sin. When sin grows up, it gives birth to death. 

Jas 1:16  My dear brothers and sisters, don't be fooled. 

Jas 1:17  Every good present and every perfect gift comes from above, from the Father who made the sun, moon, and stars. The Father doesn't change like the shifting shadows produced by the sun and the moon. 

Jas 1:18  God decided to give us life through the word of truth to make us his most important creatures. 

Just one personal request that I’d like to ask of you--please don’t take any unnecessary U.S. Census Survey counts or antagonize any mountain lions or bears or anything just as risky and stupid...will you? I would like for you to be around a little while longer if possible to read even more of these newsletters, after all....

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My final thoughts before I leave you once again until the next edition....Remember that it’s folks like YOU who have joined in the area of prayer, financial provision, and other ways that have made these Divine connections and opportunities possible. My tip of the hat personally goes out to each one of you for playing YOUR part in helping these ministry efforts go a little further down the road than it has been. I only simply ask that you not only continue to do so even more and more, but that each of you out there reading these things that’s interested in keeping these efforts going and being of some assistance to myself and these particular ministry efforts consider doing the following:

) AGAIN ONE MORE TIME--BUY, BUY, BUY any one and/or ALL of the books I now have available on Amazon! That’s an IMMEDIATE way you can be of some help to me not only in the area of my own personal finances, but in also even helping me begin to reach some of the goals I have for this future ministry including such things as:

) Formal filing of the remaining necessary stuff required for eventual formal incorporation and tax-exempt status of what would be called “Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries”

) I also already have plans in the works once more financial and/or other resources become available to me to see that special edition copies of all of my new books would be sent and made available FREE of charge to various prison ministries and prison chaplains, domestic violence and/or sexual assault facilities and/or organizations, correctional officers and other law enforcement officials, families of offenders and/or ex-offenders, and victims of violent crime.

For too long, most of the Church and universal Body of Christ has given short shrift to those who have been affected by the criminal justice system here in Texas (or worse--done absolutely NOTHING at all while Rome burns). Through personal experience, I have seen in many ways that in the eyes of those affected by crime, the Church has a TON more work to do than it realizes. I say that very soon, though--if I have anything to do with this thing (as He gives me the grace, ability, and resources to do so), this will NO longer be the case...at least as far as things here in the immediate Plainview/Hale County area might be eventually concerned! Even if it’s ONLY a teaspoon full amount that can be done on my end initially, it’ll at least in my eyes be better than doing nothing at all.

) And that, my friends, is where you can come in and participate...FIRST, seek the Lord and see what He might have you to do in regards to these things. If He doesn’t say anything, don’t sweat it. I am confident as always that if He has kept me from stumbling as I’ve walked for Him up to this point...then He’s more than able to provide all that I may need to continue to go the rest of the way that He may need me to go. But if He does point something that He wants you to be obedient to do (whether through intercession and/or something else), then I simply ask that you do what He says for you to do...and let me know once you do find out as well so that I can help you plug in and find a way to get involved.

And don’t forget the BSPOP Book Order form that follows this letter!! I eagerly look forward to serving you in the area of seeing that you receive all of the book resources that we have to offer here. May all of you have a most excellent Fall Holy Day season!
In the name of the very One who still loves us IN SPITE OF our stupidity and foolishness--Y’shua Ha’Meshiach/the Lord Jesus Christ...

Coy Reece Holley

Broken and Shattered Promises Ministries AND

Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing

BSPOP BOOK RELEASES ORDER FORM

[ALL INDIVIDUAL BOOKS ARE $20 EACH IF NOT OTHERWISE PURCHASED AS A PART OF A SPECIAL PACKAGE! ALL PRICES INCLUDE ALL BASIC SHIPPING, HANDLING, AND TEXAS STATE SALES TAX! IF YOU DESIRE FASTER PRIORITY SHIPPING WITHIN THE US OR YOU RESIDE OUTSIDE THE US, PLEASE ADD ANOTHER $20 (U.S. DOLLARS) TO YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE AMOUNT TO HELP DEFRAY ADDITIONAL SHIPPING CHARGES! Please give us at least 2 to 4 weeks for your purchase to arrive to you in most cases (although these purchases tend to arrive sooner) unless you request priority shipping (in which case please give 1 to 2 weeks).]

	TITLE/SPECIAL
	QUANTITY
	PRICE

	“Walking From Lockney To Jerusalem”
	
	

	“A Message From Siberia”
	
	

	“A’Wise And A’Foolish In Canaan’s Land”
	
	

	“Sowing In Tears”
	
	

	$50 Book Special (ALL FOUR BSPOP Releases in ONE package)
	
	

	SUBTOTAL:
	
	

	ADD--(SHIPPING CHOICES:) (PLEASE CHECK YOUR PREFERENCE!)
	
	

	(A.) BASIC SHIPPING
	
	FREE!

	OR--(B.) PRIORITY SHIPPING (Email and a SOLID shipping address is MANDATORY to choose this option!)
	
	$20.00

	TOTAL AMOUNT OF PURCHASE:
	
	


NAME: ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (IF different from above, PLEASE give a SOLID address to where your purchase can be sent directly to you via UPS, USPS, or FedEx--for example, STREET address...)

____________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP:____________________________________________

PROMO CODE(S): ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

(Please fill out and send back as an email attachment to CoyRH_SEATCBSPM@yahoo.com AND/OR--print and fill out this form and enclose your check or money order made out to COY REECE HOLLEY for the full amount of your purchase and mail to Broken and Shattered Promises Online Publishing, P.O. Box 1501, Plainview, TX 79072. If ordering through email, but you wish to pay via check or money order--please send your payment separately to the mailing address above. If you prefer to pay via any major credit/debit card, please use the EMAIL submission method ONLY listed above and request that you be online invoiced through PayPal by checking the appropriate box below...)

PAYMENT OPTIONS--(please check ONLY one)

____ I have either printed this form and am mailing this and my payment via regular mail OR have submitted this form via email to BSPOP and will be enclosing payment for the total amount of my purchase separately via regular mail. (NOTE: Your order WILL NOT be processed until FULL payment for the total amount of your purchase is received! The total amount of time required for delivery ONLY starts WHEN the full amount of your purchase has been received AND then when we then place your order for your purchase with the distributor.) (Receipts for the amounts received for your purchase can be sent to you either via email or snail mail in accordance to your personal preference as is possible.)

____ (EMAIL SUBMISSIONS ONLY!) I wish to be invoiced via email by BSPOP via PayPal for payment of my purchase via credit or debit card. (If you choose this option, we will email you an invoice and further instructions on how you can do this upon request! All BSPOP online invoices via PayPal are able to take all major debit and credit cards with VISA, MasterCard, Discover, and American Express logos! Receipts of purchases utilizing this payment option will be sent via EMAIL ONLY!)  
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